
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW ENGLAND CHARM  

May 2 - 8, 2017 
 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017                                                      Day 1 

 

     Upon arrival in Boston, we will meet our local guide and depart for 

New Bedford.    Explore New Bedford, described by Moby-Dick author, H. 

Melville, as “The City That Lit the World….The town itself is perhaps the 

dearest place to live in, in all New England. Nowhere in all America will 

you find more patrician-like houses, parks and gardens, more opulent, 

than in New Bedford…all these brave houses and flowery gardens came 

from the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans. One and all, they were 

harpooned and dragged up hither from the bottom of the sea.” 

     After lunch, we visit the New 

Bedford Whaling Museum, 

governed by the Old Dartmouth 

Historical Society (ODHS). It’s 

collections include over 750,000 items, including 3,000 pieces of 

scrimshaw and 2,500 logbooks from whaling ships, both of which 

are the largest collections in the world. The museum's complex 

consists of several contiguous buildings housing 20 exhibit 

galleries and occupying an entire city block within the New 

Bedford Whaling National Historical Park.       

     Next, we visit the New Bedford Glass Museum which celebrates the beauty and history of glass in this 

thriving New England seaport. The growing collection includes art glass made in New Bedford by the 

famous Mt. Washington and Pairpoint factories, glass from other regions of the country, English and 

Continental glass, ancient glass, historical glass, Tiffany and Steuben, and much more. 

         We travel to Newport, Rhode Island and check into hotel.  Tonight, we’ll celebrate our sense of 

adventure and the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum by joining together for a Welcome Reception. 

 

 

 



Wednesday, May 3, 2016                            Day 2 

    

  Today, we explore the charming New 

England enclave, Newport, a locale ripe with art, 

culture, and history.   Nine coastal communities, 

miles of unspoiled beaches, scenic trails, 

distinctive shops, and renowned restaurants….  

This morning begins with the Ten Mile Ocean 

Drive, a historical journey through 10 miles of 

magnificent multi-million-dollar mansions and 

spectacular wide-open views of the Atlantic 

Ocean.  For the first few miles, you pass several of the 

Newport Mansions including Ochre Court, Vineland, 

Beechwood, Rough Point, and more.  The end of the drive 

takes you into downtown Newport. Enjoy a waterfront lunch 

(on own) on historic Thames Street, the oldest continuously-

used street in the state of Rhode Island.  This bustling street, 

located parallel to the water, is loaded with restaurants and 

shops. 

    Enjoy visit to the Breakers Mansion.  Newport's most 

celebrated - and showiest - Gilded Age mansion was built by 

Cornelius Vanderbilt in 1895 and reflects the unimaginable 

wealth of the Vanderbilt family. The Italian Renaissance "summer cottage" has 70 rooms, including a 

grand three-story dining room, and was built using imported French and Italian marble and alabaster. 

Ceiling paintings, mosaics, marble columns, fine wood paneling, and carved stucco decorate its rooms 

lavishly and ostentatiously, as was intended by the Vanderbilts, who never risked being outdone by their 

wealthy competitors.   Afternoon mansion visits may include Marble House, Rosecliff, Chateau-sur-Mer, 

Kingscote or Isaac Bell House.   

     Return to hotel for dinner on own in Newport area.   
 

Thursday, May 4, 2017                    Day 3 

  

     This morning, visit Green Animals Topiary Garden.   
There are more than 80 pieces of topiary throughout the 

gardens, including animals and birds, geometric figures 

and ornamental designs, sculpted from California privet, 

yew, and English boxwood. Green Animals is the oldest 

and most northern topiary garden in the United States.   

       Next, visit Blithewold Mansion, Gardens & 

Arboretum.  Overlooking Narragansett Bay, Blithewold 

was built in 1908 for Augustus Van Wickle, and 

resembles a 17th-century English country manor. Its 45 

rooms are furnished much as they were when the family 

lived here and decorated with their collections of Baccarat 

crystal, Gorham silver, more than 30 sets of fine china, 

several Tiffany lamps and dolls, along with objects collected 

in their travels. The house was designed with large 

windows facing the water and overlooking the estate's 33 

acres of gardens. Among the finest New England gardens 

open to the public, those at Blithewold include a water 

garden, an enclosed garden, display gardens, a rock garden, 

and a rose garden. The more than 500 different varieties of trees, shrubs, and plants include the east 

coast's largest giant sequoia and a bamboo grove. 

         



     If time permits, visit Maddock Garden at Brown University Alumni Center in Barrington, 
Shakespeare’s Head Garden at the Providence Preservation Society, or Brown University Campus. 
     Return to hotel for dinner (on own). 

 

Friday, May 5, 2017                                                                                              Day 4 

      

     This morning, visit Smith's Castle in North Kingstown, Rhode Island, an 

award-winning historic site, where four centuries of Rhode Island history are 

preserved and interpreted through tours, historic reenactments, and educational 

programs. Smith's Castle is one of the oldest houses in the state.      It was 

designated a National Historic Landmark in 1993 as Cocumscussoc Archeological 

Site, due to the artifacts and information digs the vicinity has yielded.        

     Visit Narragansett, a town of 16,000 which 

stretches out along the shore of Rhode Island’s 

Narragansett Bay like a sunbather at water’s 

edge.  Hitting its stride in the late 1800s as a 

summer getaway for overheated Bostonians and 

New Yorkers, Narragansett today remains a 

perfect escape.  Life in Narragansett revolves around surf, sand, 

strolling….  and fresh seafood!       

       Stroll the beach at East Matunuck State Beach in South Kingstown. 

Its vigorous waves, white sands, and picnic areas account for the 144-

acre beach's popularity. Crabs, mussels, and starfish populate the rock 

reef that extends to the right of the strand, inspiring visitors to channel 

their inner marine biologist. 

If time permits, visit Submarine Force Museum and/or Outer Light Brewing Co.  
     Return to hotel for dinner (on own).   

 

Saturday, May 6,  2017                                                                                                     Day 5 

 

This morning, visit to the Mystic Seaport  —  Living history 

museum consisting of a village, ships and 17 acres of exhibits 

depicting coastal life in New England in the 19th century. 

Mystic Seaport is the nation’s leading maritime museum. 

Founded in 1929 to gather and preserve the rapidly 

disappearing artifacts of America’s seafaring past, the Museum 

has grown to become a national center for research and 

education with the mission to “inspire an enduring connection 

to the American maritime experience.”   

     The Museum’s grounds cover 19 acres on the Mystic River 

in Mystic, CT and include a recreated 19th-century coastal 

village, a working shipyard, formal exhibit halls, and state-of-the-art artifact storage facilities. The 

Museum is home to more than 500 historic watercraft, including four National Historic Landmark 

vessels, most notably the 1841 whaleship Charles W. Morgan, America’s oldest commercial ship still in 

existence.     

     Enjoy lunch (on own) in Olde Mistick Village, a charming New England Village with picturesque 

settings of flowers, trees & duck ponds.  Unique restaurants, from artisan wood-fired pizza, steak & 

seafood, to ice cream, cupcakes, gourmet coffees & fried dough… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     This afternoon, visit Florence Griswold Museum 

in Old Lyme, Connecticut which includes gallery, 

historic house and gardens.   “Art, History, & 

Nature Happens here”… as the museum is noted 

for its collection of American Impressionist 

paintings. The house was designated a National 

Historic Landmark in 1993.  The Museum’s 

grounds invite guests to wander the thirteen acres 

of scenic beauty bounded by the picturesque 

Lieutenant River and walk through the “old-

fashioned” historic gardens of Florence Griswold.    

  Check into hotel in Cromwell  area (or similar) for 

dinner (on own).          
        

Sunday, May 7,  2017                                                                                                     Day 6 

     This morning visit Mark Twain House & Museum, the site 

of Twain's Hartford home, where he and his family lived from 

1874 to 1891. From here he wrote his most popular works, 

including Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer. In addition to providing 

tours of the restored home, the institution offers programs that 

underscore Twain's legacy.  This Victorian Gothic mansion is a 

National Historic Landmark.      

     Next, visit The 

Gardens at the Harriet 

Beecher Stowe Center.  

The elegant Victorian 

Gothic home, surrounded 

by award-winning gardens, was the famous writer's residence for 

her last twenty-three years. Having set the world on fire with her 

seminal abolitionist novel Uncle Tom's Cabin, Stowe continued her 

boundary-breaking work in Hartford's Nook Farm. Harriet Beecher 

Stowe believed in the 

restorative qualities of plants 

and flowers. She advocated healthful living, suggesting that 

household gardens and sunlight inside the home contributed to well-

being. She also embraced naturopathy, an alternative medicine using 

plants as remedies. Stowe created gardens at each of her homes, 

traded plants with friends and family, carefully transported seeds 

and cuttings from home to home and pressed blossoms into sketch 

books. In her final years, she could be seen gathering bouquets of 

wildflowers. 

     After lunch (on own), visit State Capitol,  located on Capitol Hill 

overlooking Bushnell Memorial Park is the High Victorian Gothic 

State Capitol, built in 1879. The building is a National Historic Landmark with many beautiful features, 

from the inlaid white and red Connecticut and Italian marble floors to the stained-glass windows.   

Bushnell Park, a 37-acre park, located next to the Capitol grounds, is noted for being America's first 

public park. It contains the Civil War Memorial, the Pump House Gallery, the Israel Putnam statue, and 

a 1914 Stein and Goldstein carousel.        

 

 

 

     

  



     This afternoon, visit The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 

which has one of finest American arts collections, particularly works of 

the Hudson River school. It is the oldest free public museum in the 

United States and is housed in a Gothic-style building. Major donors 

have left good collections of Greek and Roman bronzes, Meissen 

porcelain, Early American furniture, decorative arts, and paintings. 

        Next, Visit the Elizabeth 

Park Rose Garden.  This land 

was willed to the city of 

Hartford by Charles H. Pond, 

who asked that it be used as a horticultural park and that it be 

named for his wife, Elizabeth. It is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  The park encompasses 102 acres 

and contains more than 15,000 plants with 800 varieties of 

roses. 

     Return to hotel.  Tonight’s farewell dinner is included.        

 

Monday, May 8,  2017                                                                                                     Day 7 

     Explore Peter’s hometown of Granby, a rural town located in the 

foothills of the Litchfield Hills of the Berkshires.  Besides the suburban-

natured center, the outskirts of town are filled with dense woods, rolling 

hills and mountains.  Perhaps, visit Granby Center Historic District, 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places, which includes 

buildings dating to the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries with a mixture of 

styles, including Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Italianate, Georgian and 

Federal.  Learn about the Salmon Brook Historical Society that protects 

several historical buildings which include a barn, farm house, home and 

school, with many exhibits of 18th and 19th century life, representing the 

earliest settlers and their culture.   

     Depart for the Hartford airport for flight home.   

 

NEW ENGLAND CHARM LAND TOUR INCLUDES:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Custom tour designed for The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum  

 Distinguished Host: Peter Olin, Arboretum Director Emeritus 

 Roundtrip non-stop airfare from Twin Cities 

 6 Nights’ First-Class Hotel Accommodations 

 Meals: Welcome Reception, Daily Continental Breakfast, 1 Lunch, Farewell Dinner  

 Sightseeing with local experts  

 Private transportation 

 All taxes and service charges while on tour 

 A $200 tax-deductible donation to The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum  

    

$ 2995 per person based on double occupancy 

$   995 Single Supplement 

     

To Confirm, a deposit of $500 per person is required. Final Payment will be due 45 days prior.   

Contact Skads Travel at 952-927-7311 or skads@skadstravel.com 

 

Please Note: Non-members of The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, add $100 to tour cost.   

For Membership information, please call 612-301-1257.   Gratuities are not included in tour pricing.   

 


